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WE'RE GLAD YOU ARE A PART OF GRACE UNITED CHURCH

Peace?

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, “God blesses those who work
for peace, for they will be called the children of God.” I don’t know What's Inside:
about you, but I feel a distinct lack of peace in our nation and world.

Everywhere you look, there is violence, oppression, division, and Hanging of the
conflict. In such a context, what does it mean to work for peace? Shane
Claiborne and Jonathan Wilson Hartgrove wrote in their book,
Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals:

Greens

Special Offering

Peace is not just about the absence of conflict; it’s also about the
presence of justice. Martin Luther King Jr. even distinguished between
“the devil’'s peace” and God’s true peace. A counterfeit peace exists

when people are pacified or distracted or so beat up and tired of Birthdays

fighting that all seems calm. But true peace does not exist until there is

justice, restoration, forgiveness. Peacemaking doesn’t mean passivity.

It is the act of interrupting injustice without mirroring injustice, the act

of disarming evil without destroying the evildoer, the act of finding a Meetings
third way that is neither fight nor flight but the careful, arduous

pursuit of reconciliation and justice. It is about a revolution of love that
is big enough to set both the oppressed and the oppressors free.

Tree on the

I'lll admit, sometimes | want to give up thinking about peace, justice, Library Lawn

and love, because it would be a lot easier to just not care. But [ am
encouraged by all the people, both within and outside Grace United
Church, who continue the charge of peacemaking. Pastor Alex's
November
Sermon Details

So I encourage you, beloved, even when it seems bleakest: arduously
pursue reconciliation, justice, and forgiveness, not through passivity or
violence, but by calling out the injustices that lead to a lack of peace.
When we do this, we can help to release the chains that imprison both
the oppressors and the oppressed. | want to work for peace because |

want to be a child of God. How about you?
’ Shoaator CAtex




Women'’s Spirit will be meeting on Thursday, Nov. 20th. We will meet to
decorate the Christmas tree on the library lawn at 4:00, followed by a
pizza party at the church at 5:00. We are going to “trim the tree” again

this year with bags of mittens, scarves, hats, etc. Please place themin a
zip lock bag for easy hanging. If you do not wish to help decorate the

tree, you can still join us at the church for pizza. Hope to sce you there.

Christmas Tree on the Library Lawn
rOnce again, Grace United will have a Christmas tree on the library
lawn this year. We will be decorating it with hats, gloves, mittens, and
scarves for anyone who needs them so they can help themselves. We
are looking for donations of hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves that we
will put in baggies to pin to the tree. There will be a box in the lobby

in which you can dro our donations. Many thanks for all your hel

Elders

Sharon Dimmig 585-928-1028

Linda Elliott 585-610-2908
Mark Hall 585-808-1139
Dale Johnson 585-593-3264

George Johnson 301-785-4852
Nancy Johnson 301-785-6225
Annette Marsh 585-808-6001

November 30" starts the season of Advent and
we will be ‘Hanging the Greens’ after worship
that day. Wear your favorite Ugly Christmas
sweater and stay after the service to help

Beth Shook 565-808-0298 decorate the church for the Christmas Season.
Dave Toot 585-307-7236
Suzanne Williams 330-780-3104
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Birthdays
THE COLLECTION CONTINUES FOR SHELF STABLE FOOD
FOR THANKSGIVING. THE LIST OF ITEMS IS ON THE 5 - Jan Riley
TABLE IN THE NARTHEX. WE WILL BE TAKING THE t _Beth Shook
BOXES TO THE SALVATION ARMY ON NOVEMBER 19™. - Be 00
THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND YOUR 13 - Carol Gresham
WILLINGNESS TO HELP THOSE WHO NEED A LITTLE 19 - Jon Gardner

HELP.

ANNIVERSARY

9 - Phil & Marcia Pratt

25 - Dave Toot

26 - Susan Wellcome
27 - Ed Czarnecki

28 - Ron Salmonson




NOVEMBER MEETINGS

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 11™ @ 10:00 - MINISTRY @ @
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 12™ @ 5:30 - STEWARDSHIP
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 13™ @ 2:30 - PRAISE

MONDAY NOVEMBER 17™ @ 6:00 - GENERAL BOARD
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 23®° - ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

Tuesdays with Grace

Christina Wightman will be presenting a program on The Pink House for

this month’s Tuesdays with Grace. On November 18th we will be serving

lunch at 12:30 and enjoying her program at 1 pm. This is not only a great

opportunity to hear about a Wellsville icon, but also an easy way to invite
a friend to come with you and see our church.

The Disciples of Christ Thanksgiving Offering will be on Nov. 16th and 23rd. Offerings
go to Higher Education & Leadership Ministries (HELM) which provides support,
nurturc and funding in the denomination's realm of higher education. HELM partners
with 15 colleges and universitics and 7 seminaries of divinity houses. Your gift helps
develop and nurture Christian leaders who are transforming the church, society and
the world. Thank you for your continued support.

Save the Date

Beer and Carols will be hosted by Grace United at the
Wellsville Brewing Company on December 8th from7 - 9
pm. Tickets are $15 cach and will be available for
purchase soon.

F+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 4+
Our 2026 Stewardship Drive is
underway. Be sure to put your giving
card in the box in the lobby by
November 16.

On December 7", after
worship, we will be holding —
a training session T~
for the Automated @
External Defibrillator

(AED) by the church office.




November Liturgical Titles,
Scriptures & Sermons

21°* Sunday after Pentecost
November 29, 2025
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 1:10-18
Gospel Reading: Luke 19:1-10
Sermon: “Repentance and Reparations”

22" Sunday after Pentecost
November 9t", 2025
Old Testament Reading: Job 19:23-27a
New Testament Reading: Il Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17
Sermon: “Standing Firm in the Midst of Lawlessness”

23'Y Sunday after Pentecost
November 16", 2025

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25
Gospel Reading: Luke 21:5-19
Sermon: “Destruction, Betrayal and Endurance”

24 Sunday after Pentecost
November 239, 2025
Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-8
Gospel Reading: Luke 1:68-79
Sermon: “Prepare the Way of the Lord”

1*t Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-55, 2:6b-18 & Matthew 1:18-25, 2:1-12
Sermon: “Advent Conspiracy: Worship Fully”

585.593.5015
graceunitedch@gmail.com

GRACE UNITED CHURCH

289 N Main St.

www.Grace-United.Church Wellsville, NY 14895




