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NEW.B And MORE! July 2026

WE'RE GLAD YOU ARE A PART OF GRACE UNITED CHURCH

As we continue our summer journey through the seven churches of Revelation,
we Tind ourselves doing so during a scason of patriotic celebration. This year
marks the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence,
and many communities will gather to celebrate the history and ideals of the
United States.

For Christians, moments like these invite both gratitude and reflection.

The Book of Revelation was written to churches living under the Roman Empire.
It is a book that challenges believers to think careiully about where their ultimate
allegiance lics. The Roman Empire claimed to bring peace, prosperity, and
security, but it often achieved those goals through military power, economic
exploitation, and the concentration of wealth and authority. Revelation calls
Christians to remain loyal to Christ even when the values of empire conilict with
the values of God's Kingdom.

That message still speaks to us today.

As Americans, we can celebrate the ideals that inspired our nation: liberty,
representative government, human rights, religious irecedom, and the belief that
all pcople are created equal. These aspirations have helped shape a more just
socicty and have inspired gencrations of people around the world.

At the same time, Christians are called to be honest about our nation's
shortcomings. Liike every nation in history, the United States has often Tallen short
of its own ideals. Our history includes slavery, the displacement of Indigenous
peoples, segregation, exclusion, inequality, and moments when fear and power
have overshadowed justice and compassion.

The answer is neither blind patriotism nor cynical rejection. It is Taithiul
engagement. Loving our country does not require pretending it is periect. In fact,
genuine love calls us to help it become the best version of itself. Parents want their
children to grow. Teachers want their students to improve. Citizens should want
the same for their nation.

As we celebrate Independence Day and reflect on 250 years of American history,
the question for Christians is not whether we love our country. The deeper
question is whether we love it enough to seck justice, welcome the stranger, care
for the vulnerable, pursue peace, and resist the temptation to define greatness by
domination and power.

(continued on next page)



The vision of Revelation is not of one empire replacing another. It is of God's
kingdom breaking into the world; a Kingdom where the last are Tirst, where
swords are beaten into plowshares, where every nation is gathered together,
and where human flourishing is measured not by power but by love.
May we be citizens who are grateful for our nation, honest about its failures,
hopeful about its Tuture, and always mindiul that our highest allegiance
belongs not to any flag or government, but to the God revealed in Jesus Christ.

_I_ Veritas Acquitas.
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PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR SUNDAY The Praise committee is looking for

AUGUST 2ND FOR OUR GARDEN SERVICE WITH ST. people who would like to do a Bible
JOHN’S EPISCOPAL AND SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY. study or series for our September
WE WILL BE DOING OUR PICNIC WITH HOTDOGS AND kickoff in the lounge. We are looking

DISHES TO PASS. to alternate each Sunday for Wired
SIGN UP SHEETS WILL BE IN THE LOBBY. Word and Bible study so that every

one has a chance to go to both.

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY RARRY
8 - John & Carol Flurschutz BDE:%LI—]: I}G@AY

13 - Jon & Ann Gardner

CHICKEN BBQ July
July 11th Blrthdays
Get your tickets from 1- Nettie White
Jeremy in the church 3 - Herbie Spicer
office and sign up in 6 - Virginia Paddock
the lobby to donate baked 11 - Ann Paddock
beans& brownies and to 14 - Carol Wagoner
help out that day. 21 - Phil Pratt
22 - Jane Nicholson
Dinner - $14 23 - Marcia Pratt
Just the chicken - 25 - John White

$8 per half




JULY COMMITTEE MEETINGS

MINISTRY - TUESDAY JULY 14™ @ 10:00AM

STEWARDSHIP - WEDNESDAY JULY 15™ @ 5:30PM “n“
PRAISE - THURSDAY JULY 9™ @ 2:30PM !

i

MONDAY JULY 20™ @ 6:00 - GENERAL BOARD

Does the church have your current
contact information??

1|N|F|O Plecase email or call the church office
or let Jeremy know on a Sunday.

Tuesdays with Grace

P Join us July 21st to hear about Megan Milan’s five year

?Tﬁ;dfgéwifb (Gruce adventure sailing The Great Loop. Megan is Kim Toot's sister.
uly 21,
D5 Yaar Adventnes Sailing Five years ago, she embarked on a trip of a lifetime. She
The Great Loop : : ; ;
e - piloted her Nordic Tug, Sweets, on a trip that started in
" % Florida, went up the East Coast to the Hudson River, onto
e the Erie Canal and into Canada. Then she sailed through the
G -
__‘L__‘_‘__—<- Great Lakes to Chicago, and then down the Mississippi to
Alight unch il b served a 1230, the Gulf of Mexico. You'll want to hear her stories! Come for
The program will follow at 1 pm.
Allare welcome! lunch at 12:30 and stay for the program presentation at

Grace United Church, 289 N. Main St., Wellsville
1 pm. All are welcome. No reservations are required.

Coat Giveaway

""

d.%‘, b_

The Ministry Committee is once
again collecting coats for our
annual Winter Coat Giveaway. We
will be giving away coats to anyone

who needs them during our annual RECOGNITION DINNER
Rummage Sale. You may bring your

coats to the church and hang them THERE WILL BE A RECOGNITION DINNER
in the Lobby under the Coat FOR BETH AND BOB ON SUNDAY, JULY
Giveaway sign - 26TH AFTER CHURCH. WE WILL BE
we'll take it from there! HAVING A DISH TO PASS WITH MEAT

AND CAKE TO BE SUPPLIED. A SIGN UP
SHEET WILL BE IN THE LOBBY. WE ARE
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING
EVERYONE THERE.




July Liturgical Titles,
Scriptures & Sermons

6" Sunday after Pentecost
July 5", 2026
Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
New Testament Reading: Revelation 3:1-6
Sermon: “Sardis - Dead Though Alive”

7" Sunday after Pentecost
July 12, 2026
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 22:20-25
New Testament Reading: Revelation 3:7-13
Sermon: “Philadelphia - Faithful with Little Power”

8" Sunday after Pentecost
July 19", 2026
Old Testament Reading: Amos 6:1-7
New Testament Reading: Revelation 3:14-22
Sermon: “Laodicea - Lukewarm and Self-Sufficient”

9" Sunday after Pentecost
July 26", 2026
Guest Speaker:
Rev. Tory Bonners

585.593.5015
graceunitedch@gmail.com

GRACE UNITED CHURCH

289 North Main St.

www.Grace-United.Church Wellsville, NY 14895
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